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REVIEWS AND CRITICISMS 

Would a society impelled to action by the hope of reward be the goal 
of evolution? Is not the present system working toward a better 
object? Cannot the words of the evangelist be oft interpreted that the 
good deed is its own reward? Might not the present system develop a 
type desirous of doing good for the sake of society rather than for the 
hope of a personal reward? Many believe that the last condition sug- 
gested is the real one. It is certainly more likely to win out in the se- 
lective process. The golden age is ahead as M. Holbach discerns it, but 
we seriously duobt the wisdom of trying to hasten its coming by the 
means of "justice laudative.'" However, as is pointed out, the wheels of 
society might be made to run a great deal smoother if public service 
were better paid than at present. That this should be more than decor- 
ations and titles is obvious, but to make it more material would seri- 
ously endanger a delicately organized system of social control, worked 
out by long ages of unbiased experiment. 

The book is well written and the author makes a good case. That 
there is a popular conception such as he describes is made clear. The 
question is, "is this justice or merely an idea?" There is apparent 
confusion on this point. 

The field traversed has been little studied and this pioneer does 
good work. His style is happy and his view optimistic. On account 
of the sociological significance of the material considered the work al- 
most if not quite merijts translation. 

Syracuse University. Phil. A. Parsons. 



Juvenile Lavps of the United States. (A Fiatalkoeuak Bunteto- 
JOGA EszAK Amerikaban.) By Dr. Francis Finkey, Budapest. 
Atheneum, 1913, Pp. 276, index. 

Dr. Francis Finkey is professor of criminal law and criminal 
procedure of the University of Klozsvar, Hungary, and one of the fore- 
most jurists of modern Hungary, progressive and abreast with the 
times. His work on "the present status of penology and its reform 
questions" appeared in 1904, discussing the latest developments of penal 
science in Western Europe. The present work was inspired by his at- 
tendance at the International Prjson Congress, held at Washington in 
October, 1910. He records his impressions gathered during the two 
months study trip taken by the delegates prior to the sessions of the 
congress. The work contains six chapters, an introduction, a bibli- 
ography and index. It was issued under the auspices of the Hungarian 
Bar Association. 

Dr. Finkey in explaining the reason for writing his book, points 
out that the reform law of the Hungarian Criminal Code (1908; 
XXXVI) and especially the second chapter, dealing with juvenile of- 
fenders, is modeled to a large extent after our juvenile court laws and 
some of the features of our jurisprudence of this branch were taken 
over by the Hungarian code without change. Hence he finds it useful 
to go to the source and to show conditions of the place where the re- 
form movement dealing with juvenile offenders originated. 
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There is a difference between the "milieu" of the European and 
the American child ; their groups of ideas, therefore, are different. Yet 
the European and the American child are essentially alike. Society, 
therefore, for its own protection against delinquent children and its 
efforts to save them, properly proceeds in Europe along the same lines 
(so far as cardinal principles are concerned) as in America. 

Dr. Finkey reviews the essential principles of the American crim- 
inal law and also describes the principal traits of American society, for 
as he says, there is a close connection between the governing ideas and 
aims of society and the criminal law. A similarity of culture produces 
similar jurisprudence. He points out tliat the great number of volun- 
tary, social and charitable organizations in America co-operate with 
judicial and administrative bodies with great mutual benefit. He ob- 
serves that scholarship is more practical and popular in America and is 
closer to every-day problems of life; that it concerns itself very largely 
with social questions. The eminent Austrian statesman, J. M. Baern- 
reither, happily expresses this idea thus: "In America science became 
democratic, and experience was placed on a broader foundation." 

Dr. Finkey describes the various prisons which he visited, discuss- 
ing the systems in vogue. He has few good words to say about our 
county jails, but comments highly on the state penitentiaries visited by 
him. 

Passing to the second chapter he takes .up in detail the subject of 
child protection, showing great insight and sympathy with the subject 
and describes the various phases of the activities of the state and pri- 
vate agencies concerning child protection. 

The third chapter gives a good exposition of the Juvenile Court, 
the spirit of this new department of "social jurisprudence," is well un- 
derstood and admirably presented. A full account of the Illinois law, 
as well as the workings of the Denver and New York Juvenile Courts 
are given. He points out by way of comparison that the Juvenile 
Court has been in existence in Hungary since January 1st, 1909. That 
probation and parole are part of their law also now. He expresses the 
principle in dealing with juvenile offenders in this language : "The na- 
ture of the offense shall not be regarded abstractly, but the individual- 
ity, the future and the moral development of the child shall be taken 
into account." 

He finds the source of probation in the old English law, "surety 
for peace" and "surety for good behavior," and describes the develop- 
ment of probation in the various states of the Union, dealing at length 
with Massachusetts. Truancy, parole, etc. are discussed, too. The re- 
maining two chapters of the book are devoted to our reform schools, to 
the various institutions for dependent and delinquent children. The 
reformatory and the various practical methods in use are treated ex- 
haustively, which discharge the functions to prevent, cure, educate and 
reform the child and youth of both sexes. 

Dr. Finkey's book is a thorough, scientific treatise, for it is not 
merely an account of impressions gathered, but utilizes the rich litera- 
ture on the subject, too. There are but few minor errors in the book. 
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We often speak of the general disrespect of the American public for our 
laws and of the laxity in enforcing them. Prof. Finkey's impression is 
just the contrary. He states also that the adult offender is committed 
to state prisons, if he is sentenced for more than one year. This varies 
in the difEerrait states. 

All these are trifles in comparison with the sympathetic attitude 
of the author towards our system of child protection, the thoroughness 
and methodic presentation of the subject. 

The information contained in the volumes, "Correction and Pre- 
vention" (edited by Prof. Henderson), published by the Eussell Sage 
Foundation, and many other works (mostly of American writers) and 
numerous reports were utilized also. Prof. Finkey states the evolu- 
tion of the various phases of child protection in a historical and critical, 
as well as comparative way. 

In short the book will serve as an inspiration to Hungarian jurists 
and law makers, to extend the functions of juvenile courts and of the 
institutions, divers social agencies, co-operating with the same in car- 
ing for and protecting the "wards of the state." The author's prophecy 
is, that the Hungarian law will borrow some more from the "sound 
shapelessness" of the American law (Vambery). Let us hope that this 
genuine, original achievement of American jurisprudence will bear fruit 
all over the continents. We can be but appreciative of Prof. Finkey's 
efforts in propagating in Hungary the results attained in America. 

Cleveland, 0. Hugo E. Vabga. 
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